Dear fifth grade parents,

As you probably remember from Back-to-School-Night, the fifth grade Audubon partnership culminates with an overnight field trip. These trips are scheduled for April and May; it is time to start planning! Each class will spend two nights in the woods: Mr. Wade’s students on April 22 –24; Ms. Gardner’s on April 29-May 1; Ms. Robbins’ on May 6-8; and Mrs. Morris’ on May 27-29. A detailed packet will be coming home soon, with packing lists, permission slips, and other information. 

This field experience will give fifth graders a chance to implement many of the skills and processes they have learned during the year long Audubon partnership. Additionally, they will have the chance to practice observing and identifying species that are not found here in our neighborhood. Finally, this trip offers a chance for students to celebrate and strengthen the bonds of friendship and cooperation they have forged during their years at Forest Park.

Due to the extraordinary nature of the trip, each student’s family will be asked to pay transportation and lodging costs of approximately $85. Specific information regarding this financial support will come with the packet. If this commitment presents a hardship to your family, please let your student’s teacher know. Our goal is 100% student participation, regardless of anyone’s ability to pay. 

In addition to the fifth grade teachers, the Audubon requires that each group bring parent chaperones. These parents will accompany students during the educational activities, and stay in the cabin with the students at night. Because of space limitations, each class will need only one male and one female chaperone. If you are interested in coming along, and can commit to the dates, please let your child’s teacher know as soon as possible. 

Most questions about particulars will be answered when the information packet comes home with your child, but please feel free to contact any of us in the meantime if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

Beth Gardner

Susan Morris

Amy Robbins

David Wade

